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have been forced to accept the notion that the planet on which
we live must be a ball. By the end of the fifteenth century the
evidence in favour of this ancient Greek theory had become too
overwhelming to be refuted any longer. And it was and is based
upon the following observations:

* In the first place, there is the fact that when we approach a
mountain or a ship at sea we first of all notice the summit or the

ONLY ROUND OBJECTS GIVE ROUND SHADOWS
top of the mast and only very gradually, as we come nearer, arc
we able to see the rest of the object under observation.
In the second place, when a partial eclipse of the moon takes
place, the shadow of the earth on the moon is a circle, and only
a ball will cause a circular shadow.
In the third place, the other planets and stars too are spheres,
and why should ours alone among so many billions be an ex-
ception?
And finally, when we travel northward towards the pole, the
familiar constellations of the stars (the signs of the Zodiac of